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SOUND JUDGEMENT

The world's only definitive weekly dance music reviews

get ya hips a swaying and your head @ nodding all summer long. The result of an unlikely and some would
say twisted combination of beautifully coiffeured 70's strummer Andrew Gold and the legendary empress
of African music Miriam Makeba, "THE LION SLIPS TONIGHT” evokes warm days and cold beer. It's their
first release since the critically acclaimed album "The First One's Free” in 2005, and s sure to attract
interest from their previous Supporters including Rob Da Bank, Chris Coco, Annie Mac and XFM's Eddy
Temple Morris,

Martin Madigan
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Amillionsons aka 21st Century Planet Smashers & The Right Amount Of Wrong

Tracks

1 Misti Blu (Breezeblock
mix)

2 Imagination

3 Summer Song

4 Fuckfuckfuckfuckfuckfu
5 Butterfly

6 Stay Off The Dope

7 Take Z Train

8 Outta My Head

9 Compulsory Jazz
Track

10 Moonlounger

11 Antarctic Pearl
12 My Love

13 Need You Tonight

14 No Encore

Clips taken from original discs may

contain strong language.

Tracklistings come from MusicBrainz. You

can add or edit information about The
First One's Free at musicbrainz.org . Find

BBC Review

The excellent Shiva Records kick off 2005 with the long awaited
debut album from...

Jack Smith 2005

2005 is turning into a very good year for Nottingham's Shiva label: in A
Hot Trip To Heaven, Neon Heights recently delivered an album that is
instinctively groovy that oozes heartfelt passion; least we forget last
summer's 24 Hour Psychedelic Freakout from stable mates Crazy
Penis - an accord of blissful creativity, and yet more evidence as to why
they're fast becoming one of the most exciting bands to emerge from
the British dance scene since Massive Attack.

There certainly must be something in the waters that flow from the River
Trent as there's now another future classic to add to the list with
amillionsons' lush orchestrated arrangements and quirky mash-ups that
sit in juxtaposition on their debut long-player, The First One's Free.

Having made us go all gooey with their sublime reading of Dorothy
Moore's '70s transatlantic hit "Misti Blu" (featuring a surprisingly soulful
Taka Boom), they then released their acclaimed "Sonblock EP" that
housed "Outta My Head", a chunky lite-breaks number with sampled
strings and a sultry female lead thrown into the melting pot. It was the
obvious standout alongside the downlow "Stay Off The Dope", complete
with cut-ups of The Simpsons theme in a fashion that wouldn't sound
out of place on a Coldcut radio show.

Both are featured here, as is the new single, "Summer Song", which
further draws on chilled beats and tranquil musicianship that work well
together, further highlighting why the trio are fast becoming the dons of
eclectic Brit cool. Obscure samples link the tracks, while the grooves
range from lounge-core and swinging jazz to chilled breaks - "Outta My
Head" (even borrowing the chorus line from Luther Vandross's "Goin'
Out Of My Head") to further add to the voyage of discovery.

If you're looking for comparisons think the Art Of Noise - not least
thanks to the "Moments In Love" -inspired "Need You Tonight" - a
sublime slice lazily soulfulness awashed with occasional string flurries.
While The First One's Free may not quite reach the same critical
acclaim as their fellow label companions, amillionsons are nevertheless
standing on the edge of a wonderful future.

Their music exudes a rare blend of originality, sultriness and carefree
innocence that's all too missing in today's over-produced and mass-
marketed scene, and for that we give kudos.




Amillionsons aka 21st Century Planet Smashers & The Right Amount Of Wrong
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Amillionsons aka 21st Century Planet Smashers & The Right Amount Of Wrong
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‘A Bad Production’
Reportedly a collaboration
between lwo of the best things to
come out of Nottingham since
Stuart Pearce— pamely Nean

! Heights and Amillionsons. This

| crafty 7" has been flying out of

- the more discerning fecord

™ shops In the past few months;
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AMILLIONSONS
SonBlock EP (white label)

M The follow up ta the
awesaome hit single 'Misti Blu'
is:a four-track EP. The lead
track, 'Outta My Head' samples
another old female vocal inan
up-tempo, back rcom-friendly
style, and wouid also'sound

= coolon daytime radlo,
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artist / group name

LOCK EP
N SONS SONB
AMILLIO £ 00

‘Underground Night Music' is'an
electro humber that Luses one
of those Speak And Spell toys
and falls just the wrong side of
the Invisible cheese lirie. Things

; look upiagalin onthe fiip

though. ‘Stay Off The Dope’,
which has been around for-a
while ona very limited
white, is a funky cut-up

record title

ations for January 2003

record label

PROMO

that nods its head to old
school hiphopand works well
in'a lounge set. But best of all
Is 'Fuckfuckfuckfuckfuckfuck
fuckfuck’, which takes the
cool hopks from'a pile of
Saeventles and Eighties easy
listening andsoft rock tunes
and turns them into.a 21st
Century masterplece (cc)
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““HYPE CHART OF 2002
by DJ SHIELD from oxyd Records

1) PSYCHO RADIO - “IN THE UNDERGROUND" (OXYD / HOOJ)
Amazing electro tune with a strong hook...big reactions everywhere
2) COSMOS - “TAKE ME WITH YOU” (P RECORDS)

Tom Middleton in @ splendid form ! Awesome tune

3) A MILLION SONS - “MISTI BLU" (LONDON)
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Reviews by TERRY FARLEY & KEVIN MCKAY
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Steve Mclay gets to grips with the new Midlands house sensation
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